
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2010 Building Our Future One 

Student at a Time 

Food Pantry Collection: Thursday April 29th 
The Food Pantry is in need of meals in a box  

(mac & cheese, hamburger helper etc.) 
Thank you for generously helping those in need. 

 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

Fri April 2
nd

 School Closed – Good Friday 
Wed April 7

th
 PTO Meeting - Family Math Night 

Wed April 14
th
  Incoming Kindergarten Orientation Night 

Thur April 15
th
  Peacemakers Performance – NHS 

Fri April 16
th

 End of Day – April Vacation Begins 
Mon April 26

th
 School ReOpens 

Wed April 28
th
-Wed May 5

th
 Book Fair 

Fri April 30
th

 Friday Night Movies 4
th
 Grade Fundraiser 

Tue May 4
th

 Book Fair Family Night 



 

Principal’s Page 
 

So Iõve been trying to come up with a clever solution to this riddle:  If 
April showers bring May flowers, what do March showers bring?  The 
tradit ional riddle asks, òWhat do May flowers bring?ó The answer is 
Pilgrims. Unfortunately these March showers have brought indoor 
recess, big puddles, wet basements and active sump pumps.  If you 
come up with a more engaging answer, let me know.  Letõs hope for a 
drier April.  
 
This is the time of year that we have one foot in this year and one foot 
in next year.  We celebrate our hard work  and look forward to whatõs 
to come.  In a recent e-blast, I shared with parents the information 
about the class placement process.  As a team of professionals, we look 
to create balanced heterogeneous classes that meet the needs of all 
children.  We do not make unilateral decisions .  We work through the 
process together to achieve our goal:  positive learning experiences for 
all students. I understand that parents may have compelling  
information to share.  If that is the case, please forward a letter to me 
sharing this information about your child.  Please do not request a 
specific teacher.  If you have a strong feeling about your childõs needs, 
it is highly likely that our team will also share a similar view based on 
our working relationship with your child.  As principal, I will collect 
the information that you wish to share and incorporate it into the 
placement process.  Please forward this letter to me by Friday, April 16.  
 
Best, 
 
Karen Ghilani  
 
P.S.  And now for something completely differentéEach week I post a 
riddle for the Jaguars to solve.  My riddle well is running dry.  If you 
have some riddles to share, please send them in.   
 
 



 

Natick Public Schools 

MCAS Test Administration Schedule 

 

2009-2010 
 

Grade 4 Long Composition March 23 

Grade 4 Long Composition Make Up April 7 

Grade 4 ELA Session One March 31 

Grade 4 ELA Session Two April 1 

Grade 4 ELA Make Up April 6 

  

Grade 3 ELA Session One March 24 

Grade 3 ELA Session Two March 25 

Grade 3 ELA Make Up March 26 

  

Grade 4 Math  May 11 

Grade 4 Math May 12 

Grade 4 Math Make Up May 13 

  

Grade 3 Math May 18 

Grade 3 Math May 19 

Grade 3 Math Make Up May 20 

  

* ELA Test window from DESE: March 22 ï April 

12 

 

* Math Test window from DESE: May 10 ï May 27  

Passover begins at sundown on March 29. 

Good Friday is April 2. 

Remember to get a good night sleep and 

eat a healthy breakfast! 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

April is Poetry month!   Here are a few student and class created 
poems from Kindergarten and Grade One to  inspire you:  
 

 

The Calendar 

By: 1C 

It looks like a maze of numbers. 

Celebrations are all around. 

A tray of 31 pieces of food.  

 
 

  

In the Spotlight  

Our 5 Senses Poem 
 
We smell clean tables. 
We hear teachers talking. 
We taste our snacks. 
We feel pencils. 
We see our hard work. 
By KM  

How to Make a Flower  
 

Put soil in the pot  
Put the  seed in the dirt  

Water it everyday  
Put it in the sun  

Andé 
Thatõs how 

You make a flower.  
 

By Campbell  
 

Whoõs Making that Noise? 
 

Moo!  
Whoo!  
Ring! 
Ring! 

Meow!  
Roar!  

Tick Tock!  
Vroom vroom!  

Beep beep!  
Neigh!  

Woof woof!  
Squeak!  

 
By Justin  

 



 

PTO NEWS 
 

Thanks everyone for your hard work and positive attitudes.  

Spring has sprung and we are heading into the grand finale of the 

school year. 

 

Please VOTE: March 30
th

  7am-8pm 

Auction March 27
th

 7-11pm: Tickets at the door. Come for a little time or a 

bunch. It is very relaxing and fun.  Remember to bring your old gold to trade 

for cash with Gary Stucchi, your appetite for the good food, and your smile for 

a photo w/Michael.  Thank you to the Auction Committee: Julie Alexander, 

Beth Doyle Bean, Kristen Brothers, Jodi Freedman, Glynn Hawley, Carol 

Holtz, Robin MacBlane, Aimee Mury, Chris Perault, Wendy Sunsted, & Kat 

Whitten. Food Committee Suzie Grant, Maryellen Kaye, and Sue Mega 

 

PTO Math Game Night 7-830pm Wed 4/7 Mrs Ghilani and your PTO have a 

night filled with fun, baseball themed math games for parents and students.  

There will be prizes, math challenges and innings of fun.  We are encouraged 

to wear our favorite baseball hats/t-shirts or wear Jaguar t-shirts or colors.   

 

Johnson T shirts: available and a must have.  See Ivylee Martinez, Carol 

Holtz or Kathleen Union. T-shirts are available at the office.  

 

Artwork Fundraiser .  The adorable Artwork came home with the order 

forms.  A big thank you to Ms Sunday for all her hard work with our kids. The 

orders were due to school on March 27
th

 so that families have items for 

Motherôs day.  See Dori or Kathleen with any questions. 

 

June 4
th

 ïFriday Night - Johnson School Picnic: Planning a full day of 

celebration of Johnsonôs 60
th

 Birthday.  Johnny the K the Hat Man will be 

performing at the picnic, a dinner picnic planned and we are thinking of a 

morning thank you breakfast.  SAVE the date and details will come. 

 

WEôRE THE LITTLE SCHOOL WITH A LOT GOING ON.   

COME AND ENJOY! 
Dori and Kathleen 

 



 

 

 
 

 

   
The week of April 5th  Johnson School will hold Jump Rope For Heart for 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders), an event to 
raise funds for the American Heart Association. The money our school raises will help fund potentially 
lifesaving research into heart and blood vessel diseases.  
 
Jump Rope For Heart  is a fun and effective way to teach heart-healthy living.  It emphasizes the importance of 
physical activity as children do something they enjoy. Johnson School will also qualify for gift certificates fo r 
physical education equipment based on the amount we raise. In the past I have purchased balls, balance 
feathers, hula hoops and hurdles. 
 
 
If you have any questions about jump rope for heart, please contact me at lapestana@natickps.org 
 
Laura Pestana 

 

Deadline for May  Gazette Submissions  

Wed April 28th  

 

All submissions via electronic format must be in PDF, MS Word or typed in the body of your email for 

cut/paste into the Gazette template. 

 

Please send all electronic submissions to: 

Krista Whalen  kristawhalen@rcn.com 508-650-9812 

 

All other submissions can be dropped off to the box labeled Gazette in the office.  Any questions feel free 

to contact me at the number above.  Thank you for your continued support! 

 

mailto:lapestana@natickps.org
mailto:kristawhalen@rcn.com


 

APRIL 2010 
 
Sunday                  Monday          Tuesday            Wednesday                Thursday               Friday               Saturday 
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NATICK  

VOTES! 
Congrtulations 

Now for Natick 
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PTO Meeting 7pm  
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Baby-sitting 

Available 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 
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Submissions 

Due 

 

Book Fair! 
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Forum 

7:00 pm 
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Due 

Book Fair! 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Fair!  
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Remember to 

check the 

Virtual 

Backpack and 

Community 

Notices. 

Keep an Eye 

out for 

Johnson 
Spirit Days !  



 

 

éa note from the Library  
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The Book Fair will be held April 28th thru 
May 5th! 
Family Night Tue May 4th 6-8pm! 
 

 
 

If you would like to volunteer please 
contact Virginia Seery 
vseery@gmail.com or 508-651-3039 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CALLING ALL INCOMING 
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What: Story Time 
 
Dates: Tue May 11th 

Tue May 18th 
 
Time:  8:45-9:15 am 
 
Where: Johnson School Library 

 
Join the Johnson Librarians for one 
or both of the story times.  Bring 
your grown up with you to enjoy 
the story meet some new friends 
and get acquainted with the library 
and its staff.  

mailto:vseery@gmail.com

