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Dear Lilja Families,  
 
Our school boasts 369 students who 
are humming along as we approach 
the first trimester mark! A favorite 
thing for me to do is to walk the 
school halls in the morning after stu-
dents and teachers settle in. I love 
catching glimpses and sound bites of 
students engaged in their learning. 
The variety of topics, questions and 
wonderings are amazing - from local 
animal habitats to life in Colonial 
America, from map skills to poetry, 
from biography to sculptureé the cu-
rious energy is contagious! Each grade 
level has submitted a snippet in this 
newsletter to keep you informed 
about some of our student learning 
themes. Read oné 
 
Our teachers across the school system 
are engaged in a collective initiative 
focused on strengthening and aligning 
the writing curriculum. The early re-
lease days (teacher professional de-
velopment) are being used this year 
for cross-district grade level teams to 
work together to improve teaching 
and learning. Teachers are working to 
develop consistent units of study and 
common assessments for each writing 
genre (within the purpose areas for 
writing: narrative, informational, 
functional and poetry). Weõve insti-
tuted a method for assessing and col-
lecting student writing at several in-
tervals throughout the year at grades 
K-8. We are focused on developing 
and assuring a guaranteed, viable 
writing program across all the ele-
mentary and middle school grade lev-
els as evidenced by: 

Power Standards ð a set of stan-
dards that represent the most impor-
tant elements of writing that are 

guaranteed to be taught and as-
sessed by every teacher at each 
grade level 

Quantity Expectations ð every 
teacher at every grade level will 
meet a minimum level of expecta-
tion for writing regarding quantity 
of work  

Quality Expectations ð every 
teacher at every grade level will 
use a common rubric (clear criteria 
for performance showing ad-
vanced, proficient, needs improve-
ment, based on the power stan-
dards) to assess student work 
 
We will soon start the registration 
process to enroll our kindergarten class 
of 2023!!! (Packets will be mailed 
home in early -January with follow up 
registration appointments scheduled 
following the February break.)  If you 
know of any children in town who will 
be age 5 by August 31st and who did 
NOT receive a pre-registration letter 
from the school system in October, 
please have them contact their 
neighborhood elementary school. We 
receive our projected student lists 
from the town census so new families 
and families who donõt complete the 
census are omitted from our contact 
lists. Projected enrollments drive our 
budget planning and staff assignments 
so accuracy is important.  
 
PLEASE visit our òLost & Foundó for 
missing items (otherwise ð it is only a 
òlostó pile!). It is located outside the 
main office entrance in the front lobby 
area. A plethora of clothing and per-
sonal items have piled up. Unclaimed 
items will be donated to charity over 
the winter break.  
 

Principalõs Page 

 
Save the Date 
  
1/14/10 ñ Grade 4 Chorus 
Concert  at 8:50AM 
 
1/15/10 ñ Grade 4 Band 
Concert at 8AM 

 
First semester report cards 
will be issued to elementary 
students in Natick during the 
third week in January.  
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Please continue to visit the 
Lilja School VIRTUAL BACK-
PACK each week for impor-
tant notices.  
 
 
Thank you, as always, for 
partnering with us to sup-
port the learning of every 
Lilja School student. The 
faculty and I would like to 
wish you a healthy and 
happy holiday season.  We 
thank you for your contin-
ued support and generosity 
and look forward to contin-
ued growth and excellence 
in 2010! 
 
Fondly, 
Barbara Brown, Principal  
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We hope everyone had a very 
happy Thanksgiving! It is hard to 
believe that December is upon us 
already. We have been very busy 
since school started in September 
and many events have taken 
place. The PTA would like to 
thank all our parent volunteers 
who chaired, organized and 
worked at these events. Your time 
and dedication to Lilja School is 
what makes us such a great com-
munity! 
 
The PTA will not hold meetings in 
December or January. Our next 
meeting is scheduled for Wednes-
day, February 3

rd
 at 9:15 AM. 

Please note the time change of 
our morning meetings; we will 

begin 15 minutes later to accommodate 
parents who need to drop off younger 
siblings at preschool by 9:00 AM. Mov-
ing forward, all AM meetings will begin 
at 9:15AM. 
 
Please remember to check out the vir-
tual backpack on Fridays for notices 
about upcoming events at Lilja and in 
the community.  
 
Wishing all of our Lilja families a safe 
and happy holiday season! 
 
Your PTA Board, 
 
Stacy Bradford and Gopa Mukherjee, 
Co-Presidents 
Linda Tighe, Vice President 
Jeanne Hicks, Treasurer 
Susan Geiser, Secretary 

Hello from the PTA  2010 PTA Meeting  
Schedule:  
 
February 3

rd
 9:15 - 

10:15AM (Music Room)  
Business Meeting: Auction 
Update, Fair, other topics 
TBA 
 
March 3

rd
 9:15 ï 10:15AM 

(Music Room)  
Live Cooking Demonstra-
tion by Lynne Landa (Lilja 
Parent) 
Featuring: Healthy Cooking 
Choices using low fat and 
low calorie alternatives to 
traditional recipes 
 
April 7

th
 9:15-10:15AM 

(Music Room)  
Matthew Wall from Safe 
Routes to School (SRTS)  
 
May 5

th
 7:30 ï 9:00PM 

(Library)  
Featured Topic: Internet 
Safety by Natick Police 
Department 
 
June 2

nd
 9:15 ï 10:15AM 

(Music Room)  
Business Meeting: New 
PTA Officers voted to 
Board, Treasurer Report, 
Principal Update  

All Fall, the Kindergarten students have been busy learning and review-
ing their letters and corresponding sounds. During Writerôs Workshop 
they are working on drawing detailed pictures that ñtell storiesò and begin-
ning to compose and record sentences, as well as label illustrations.  
 
The integration of various writing techniques, such as Shared Writing, 
Interactive Writing, Independent Writing and Handwriting instruction, have 
enabled the students to advance their writing abilities. In Shared Writing 
the students help to compose a message and listen as the teacher thinks 
out loud during written production. Interactive Writing takes the process 
one step further toward independence, as the students share the pen to 
complete the task of producing a written message. The teacher plays a 
supportive role to help the students hear the appropriate sounds and ex-
plain proper ódictionaryô spelling. During Independent writing opportuni-
ties, students are encouraged to stretch out their words and represent the 
sounds they hear with letters and inventive spelling.  
 
Kindergartners are learning to use the resources in the room for support 
during writing by utilizing the óWords We Knowô list and their alphabet pic-
ture charts.   Kindergartners are moving from blank paper or paper with 
one line to text lines that support our handwriting program. It is truly excit-
ing to see student ideas and stories coming to life!  
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 The first graders have 
quickly learned routines and 
have established beautiful 
communities in their class-
rooms. They have eagerly be-
come and are working as read-
ers, writers, mathematicians, 
and scientists.   
 In Readersõ Workshop 
the children have listened 
many stories! They have made 
many self-to-text connections, 
text -to-text connections, and 
text -to-world connec-
tions.   They have also learned 
story elements such as identi-
fying characters, setting, prob-
lem, solution, and end-
ings.  They have used their 
schema to conclude that fic-
tion texts often include a prob-
lem and a solution that results 
in a happy ending.  They have 
also used their schema to pre-
dict what a story may be about 
and how it will end!   
 The first graders are 
very busy as they continue to 
write ôsmall momentsõ about 
their personal life.  They have 
become familiar with the writ-
ing process and routines.  They 
are busy adding details to their 
stories and their writing has 
extended across several 
pages.  They also learned that 
writers draft, edit, and revise 
their texts before they can 
publish.  
            In math, the children 
continued to work on the 
counting strategies and ex-

plaining their work by using 
pictures, numbers and/or 
words to explain their strate-
gies to others.  They have been 
busy solving addition and sub-
traction story number prob-
lems and learning new math 
games such as òCounters in a 
Cup,ó òHow Many Am I Hid-
ing,ó  òDot Additionó  and 
òMissing Numbers.ó  They also 
completed a 2 -D shape unit in 
which they were able to ex-
tend their thinking about 
shapes and patterns. 
            The cooler weather 
and seasonal changes have al-
lowed for us to take our first 
field trips to Tillyõs and the 
Town Forest. At Tillyõs, the 
children listened to Rick ex-
plain how Tillyõs supports the 
community and the roots of 
the family business.  They pre-
pared themselves beforehand 
with interview questions to ask 
Rick.  At the Town Forest, they 
observed the fall season by us-
ing their five senses (smell, 
sight, sound and feel).  As sci-
entists they recorded their ob-
servations on their nature 
walk.  We are getting ready to 
visit the Town Forest again for 

the winter season.  Letõs hope 
the weather cooperates for our 
visit!  
          Open Circle has facili-
tated many interesting conver-
sations.   They learned to iden-
tify dangerous and destructive 
behavior (Double Dõs), how to 
deal with annoying behavior 
and teasing. The children also 
learned how to interview and 
learn more about others.  The 
children are using these skills 
as they continue to collaborate 
in participating in a classroom 
and school community. 
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First graders visit Tillyôs Bacon 

Street Farm in October. 



4 

Welcome to the Lilja Counselorõs 
Corner.  We hope that you and 
your families had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving holiday.  Once again, 
the fall has been a busy time in 
the counselorõs office.  Elise 
Molloy and Laura Loftus continue 
to work to support students, par-
ents, and teachers in many ways.   
  
Liljaõs school counseling program 
is available to assist students and 
families with social and emotional 
needs and may involve topics such 
as school adjustment, loss, friend-
ship, divorce/separation, stress, 
anxiety, bullying, anger, and other 
appropriate issues.  Our focus is to 
help students to feel empowered 
while they learn to problem 
solve.  We achieve this by working 
with students individually, in small 
groups, and with entire classes.  
  
This year Lilja continues to utilize 
Open Circle.  Open Circle is a so-
cial competency program that ad-
dresses social and emotional skills 
within the classroom.  Open Circle 
allows students to develop a com-
mon language to address various 
issues, to encourage problem solv-
ing, and to build positive relation-
ships within the school community.  
   
 One way that families can learn 
more about Open Circle and how 
to implement some of the strate-
gies and language their children 
are learning in the classroom is 
through the Open Circle Parent 
Program.   
  
  

The Open Circle parent program will 
take place on four consecutive 
Thursday evenings in January and 
February.  This program will be held 
on January 14th, 21st, 28th, and 
February 4th.  The program will be 
held in Liljaõs library from 7:00 pm-
8:30 pm.  Space for this program is 
limited to allow for small group dis-
cussion and participation is on a first 
come, first serve basis.  If you are 
interested in attending the Open 
Circle Parent Program, please con-
tact the counseling office at (508) 
647-6573. 
  
This year Mrs. Molloy is in the office 
on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 
and works primarily with students in 
kindergarten, first grade, and fourth 
grade.  Mrs. Loftus will continue to 
be in the office on Wednesday and 
Friday and primarily works with stu-
dents in second and third grade.  We 
are also very lucky to have Ms. Carly 
Fair, a social work intern from Sim-
mons Graduate School of Social 
Work joining us in the counseling 
office this year.  Carly brings a 
wealth of knowledge and excitement 
to Lilja and we are pleased to have 
her as part of our team.  
  
If you have any questions or con-
cerns please feel free to contact ei-
ther Laura Loftus or Elise Molloy by 
stopping in, emailing us, or calling 
at (508) 647-6573.  We are looking 
forward to a wonderful year!  
  
Laura Loftus and Elise Molloy 
Lilja School Counselors  

COUNSELORõS CORNER 




