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Letter from L

Principal 0s

Dear Lilja School Families,

Students will be celebrating the 100"
day of school on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 10th. Wow!

Spring parent-teacher conferences are
on the horizon! Conferences will be
held on the early release days on the
afternoons of March 4 and 17. Class-
room teachers will be in touch to
schedule individual appointments as
each teacher organizes his/her sched-
ule a bit differently.

The Natick elementary schools are
conducting registration appointments
for incoming kindergarten students
(the class of 2023) during February
and March. To date, we have 72 stu-
dents on our Lilja School roster.
Please pass the word if you know of
any families with children who have
not been contacted by the school sys-
tem (the cutoff is age 5 by August
31%.

Our school is excited to have just ob-
tained an iPod Touch mobile lab (25
devices) that teachers and students
will use to enhance teaching and
learning T it is challenging to keep up
with the rich applications and the
plethora of educational material avail-
able through iTunes University. Our
students will guide and advise us in
this area for sure!

Thank you to the Walnut Hill School
who has offered to showcase their
upcoming theater production, The
New Kid (a musical adaption of Katie
Couricbos
ing) here at Lilja School next week.
The annual Walnut Hill productions
are always highly entertaining and
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boast important underlying mes-
sages and lessons.

A reminder that any family experi-
encing a financial hardship should
feel free to alert my office if assis-
tance is needed to cover any school
fee or cost (field trip charge, after-
school enrichment club tuition, book
fair shopping, etc.) as we will
(confidentially) cover the associated
cost. No child should ever go with-
out a school-sponsored enrichment
opportunity due to the inability to
pay. Pl ease dondt
ing i drop me a message, note or
email.

The modern-day principalship requires
(lucky for me!!!) that principals visit
classrooms on a
stickodo student
in the teaching and learning that goes

on across grade levels. | could publish a

book of tidbits, wisdoms, and hilarious
insights that | have the pleasure of be-
ing exposed to day-to-day. More often
than not, | am learning alongside stu-
dents (Remember digraphs and dip-
thongs? The three states of matter?
Sedimentary and igneous rock forma-
tions? Solving math equations with un-
known variables?) One of the important
learnings that | came across this week
in 1-2 A was students learning how to
use line breaks to emphasize the stan-
zas in their poetry. | was struck by the
depth and quality
and got permission from one such stu-
dent to share a sample of the thoughtful
and provoking poetry. Who is the
teacher here?
book
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Lilja Elementary Scho
41 Bacon Street
Natick, MA 01760

Save the Date

School Vacation Week February-1%

PTA Meeting; March 3 at 9:15AM in the Music
Room

Early Release Days (elementary schools anly)
March 4 and 17

Early Release Day (all Natick schod\darch 9
PTA Auctior March 20

Grade 4 MCA&March 23

Grade 3 MCA8March 24 and 25

Natick Votes; March 30

Grade 4 MCA&March 31 and April 1

No School (Good FridayApril 2

PTA Meeting; April 7 at 9:15AM in the Music
Room

Lilja School Literature DayApril 16

School Vacation Week April-23
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WONDER
by Sam Hinrichs

(1-2 A, second grader)

| wonder
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If the world

Will ever

Have peace.

But what can | do
As a child so small
In a world

So much bigger
Than me?

Fondly,
Barbara Brown, Principal
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Hello from the PTA

We hope this year has started off well for you
and your family! We have been meeting with
Principal Dr. Brown every month to discuss new
and innovative things that the PTA can provide
for Lilja students.

We have also been busy planning the Lilja
Auction that is in March. This is the largest
fund-raising effort as it raises funds for two
years of PTA operating expenses. The follow-
ing events have been funded by prior Auction
funds raised.

Cultural Arts
Three cultural arts programs were funded
this year for all school assemblies in ad-
dition to the Fourth grade Wheelock trip
to see Honk, many author and illustrator
visits.:

In October, we enjoyed Ball in the
House, an a cappella group from
Boston (http://www.ballinthehouse.com/)

In December, Odd Bodkins a storyteller
captivated Lilja students

In April, we will be bringing in a theater
puppet group from NY (Crabgrass
Puppets -
http://www.crabgrasspuppets.com/)

Field Trips
The PTA uses funds to offset costs for some
field trips taken by Lilja classes

Library and Classrooms
The PTA helps provide support to library and
classroom activities with the purchase of
document cameras and playground
equipment among other items.

How does the Lilja Auction run? Who should
attend? Here is a timeline of events:

Family ticket purchases began January 19"
Note this is an adults only event! Tickets
are $25/person. Ticket price includes
hearty appetizers and desserts. No
profit is made from ticket sales as they
cover the cost of the space and food.

See the January 19" Virtual Backpack or
this link for your ticket purchase form: http:/
www.natickps.org/Lilja/Documents/Auction%
20invitel.pdf

Tickets are available through Advance pur-
chase only. There will not be tickets avail-
able at the door so please plan accordingly.

March 20, 6:45pm: Auction doors open
at the Crowne Plaza

Families will receive welcome packets
including a BID number and auction
program (auction programs will also
be available on-line in advance of the
event)

March 20, 7:00-8:00pm: Silent Auction
and Balloons

March 20, 8:30 pm: Live Auction begins
with Auctioneer Luke O'Brien and
Mike Altchek

Past auction items have included Red Sox
tickets, vacation home rentals, local busi-
ness gift cards, jewelry, artwork and many
more....We hope you can join us for this fun
night!

Your PTA Board,

Stacy Bradford and Gopa Mukherjee, Co-
Presidents

Linda Tighe, Vice President

Jeanne Hicks, Treasurer

Susan Geiser, Secretary

2010 PTA Meeting Schedule:

March 3 9:15 1 10:15AM (Music Room)

Live Cooking Demonstration by Lynne Landa (Lilja
Parent) Featuring: Healthy Cooking Choices using low
fat and low calorie alternatives to traditional recipes

April 7" 9:15-10:15AM (Music Room)
Ben Hammer from Safe Routes to School (SRTS)

May 5™ 7:30 7 9:00PM (Library)
Featured Topic: Internet Safety by Natick Police
Department

June 2" 9:15 i 10:15AM (Music Room)
Business Meeting: New PTA Officers voted to Board,
Treasurer Report, Principal Update
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Sneaker Notice

Hello Lilja Families,

This is a reminder to all families that your child/children must bring
sneakers to participate in physical education class. There has been an
influx of students who are not coming prepared to school with proper
sneakers. As aresult, they are unable to engage in physical activities. A
pair of sneakers needs to provide support (for the foot and ankle), cush-
ioning (for shock absorption), and stability (to reduce ankle strains and
sprains). An old worn-out pair of sneakers does not provide the above
mentioned. Crocs and flat boating shoes provide the foot with very little
stability and support and can lead to injury. If a sneaker looks old and
worn-out, it is probably time to throw them away. Please remember, our
feet take thousands of steps a day. Support them with a pair of sneakers
that will keep your feet healthy and prevent injury.

Thank you.

JUST IN FROM THE GYM

The month of January was filled with music,
which permeated the school with rhythm
and style. The students left the gymnasium
sweating and with a swagger in their steps
as they learned various folk dances, square
dances, and line dances. These dances
originated from various cultures and can be
seen around the world. A few favorites
included: The Virginia Reel, The Achy
Breaky Heart, The Sicilian Tarantella, The
Cotton-eyed-Joe, The heel-toe Polka, The
Bunny Hop, The Cha Cha slide etc.

During the month of February, children in
the older grades will start to utilize the rock
wall. Students will learn how to spot one
another while they scale across the rock
wall. They will have different challenges to
perform on the rock wall as they climb. As
they climb the wall, each student will have to
touch randomly placed letters to spell out

words and phrases. They will also have to answer
math and science questions and find the solutions on
the wall.

The month of February will also bring the fundraiser
AJump Rope for Hearto to
in the school will have the opportunity to raise money
for the American Heart Association. In the process,
they will understand the basic anatomy of the heart
and its function. The students will also learn about
the importance of fitness and nutrition as related to a
healthy heart. Each child will understand where their
donations are going and how it can help prevent and
reduce the number of casualties related to heart dis-
ease. The kids will also practice their jump roping
skills and learn the importance of cardiovascular
activities.

Li



Kindergarteners enjoying some fresh air and winter

sunshine!

First graders hard at work in the computer lab.

Kindergarteners are growing as readers through the use of
leveled book bins, which give students a chance to read in-
dependently or with a buddy. This format allows them to im-
prove their comprehension, reading strategies, and recogni-
tion of high frequency words, at their own reading level. This
work is extended through interactive small group activities in
literacy stations.

The children continue to explore mathematical concepts
through the Investigations curriculum and supplemental les-
sons from the Richardson curriculum. Recently, we have
concluded a unit on identifying, extending, and creating pat-
terns. We are currently studying measurement using non-
standard units (such as cubes). Our counting practice con-
tinues as we progress in the school year and we celebrate
the 100" day of school this month--which surely provides
many counting opportunities! Kindergarten students are
now becoming more proficient with writing numerals cor-

rectly and identifying a set with the corresponding numeral
and word.

In Science, we are launching our unit study on matter.
Through read-alouds, songs, simple demonstrations and ex-
periments, we will explore the three states of matter: solids,
liquids, and gases. This is where the scientific process
comes alive for Kindergarteners!




they may even proofread your learning about powerful people
letters at home! Parents wrote who have made a difference in our
thank you letters to their children world. The children have been so
after the fabulous first grade con- eager and curious to learn about
cert in DecemberWe shared Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks,
these with the classes and they  Ruby Bridges, and Harriet Tub-
were delighted to hear the specific man. We will continue to learn
things you liked about their per-  how these great Americans have
formance. The students have also impacted our lives and used the
It has been a busy 2010 for the been writing all kinds of letters power of peace to change what is
Lilja first graders\January always  themselveswriting book reviews  wrong.
proves to be a real turning point in  to authors, advice letters to book
the year, as so much growth is evi- characters, invitations to friends, Computer Lab is one of the most
dent in their work. persuasive letters to parents, and exciting times of the week for all
thank you letters to people who  first graders! The classes have
Ly wSFRSNDa 2 2 NJ aaegivien thénba gift NdlonR A Abren using wonderful technology
cussing strategies that will help us something specialL (i Q& 3 NBésdurcéshalextend the learning
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become better readersBesides tice to have your children write that is being done inside the class-

making connections and identify-  their own thank you letters, espe- room. Some favorites are Punc-

ing story elements, making predic- cially after birthday parties! tuation Paintball, Math Magician,

tions before, during, and after Spelling City, Story Starters, Let-

reading keeps us engaged in the  In Math, we just finished a num-  ters to Arthur, and Making Snow-

text. We use clues from the sto-  ber sense unit where we have flakes./ KSO1 2dzi aNR®

ries to think about what might been exploring additonandsub- aa® / 2yySftfeQas I yR
happen next.Like good detec- traction. We have beenworking t F RAf € F Q& ¢SoLJ 3Sa 7
tives, these clues bring us to a with story problems and playing  to use at home as well as in

deeper understanding of what is games to develop number fluency. school!

happening.When your child is We will continue to use a number

reading at home, encourage them of strategies to figure out prob- There may be snow on the ground,

to continually make predic- lems-using the number line or odzi GKFG RARYyQU adzl
tions! Right now we are working 100 chart, counting forwardsor FNRBY NR Ol Ay Q G KSANJ ?
on the strategy of visualiz- backwards, using math factswe 51 & gl a | 234G 27F 7Tdz
ing. Visualization helps readers know--as we work to develop worked in their classrooms on

engage with text in ways that automaticity with basic number  various beach theme activities,

make it personal and memora- facts. For the past few weeks, we such as Ocean Murals, Postcards

ble. Readers adapt their images as have been investigating dateol-  from the Beach, Beach Poetry,
they continue to read A fun activ-  lecting it, sorting it, and analyzing Marine Math, and Sea Puz-
ity is to read aloud to your child it! We conduct daily surveys, zZles.2 S aGadzyol i KSR¢ 2y
odzi R2y Qi f S G K Staftingv@tismaikirig rediciohkR abeach towels while reading from
or pictures...let them visualize for  and then coming up with conclu-  our browsing boxesCreativity
themselves what the text looks sions about the information we was expressed through art pro-
like. found. We have also been sorting jects that reflected the beach
lots of random objects by their theme. The day ended with a re-
Ly 2NRARGSNRA 2 2 NJ atKiiteds A fanipdaie dvg'plagtis FNBSAKAY 3 GNBF 0 XF KKK
have been working on friendly let- OF f £ SR & D dz®sk §oura ereally drérSstramertime!
ters. They are experts on the five  child about it and you can play it
parts that should be included on at home!
every letter date, greeting, body,
closing and signaturéWatch out In Social Studies, we have been
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Greetings from Ms. Moss in the Library.
Wedbve been staying we
stories here, some old favorites and

some new books that have found a

place in our hearts and on our shelves.

There is a steady stream of new books
coming in, thanks in large part to the
generosity of the PTA and the Lilja
Community. Thank you all for your con-
tributions!

The kids in the 1-2s have been learning the
animal characteristics of birds. We have
identified that birds are warm-blooded, have
hollow bones to help them fly, and they
have feathers covering their bodies. We've
been looking at the different beaks (or bills)
and feet of various species of bird depend-
ing on where it lives and what it eats. For
example, birds of prey have sharp, hooked
beaks and talons for ripping apart their
prey. Birds also have two feet and two
wings; most fly but some don't. Our study
has lately been narrowed to focus on water-
fowl, particularly swans, ducks and geese.
We have been looking at the physical fea-
tures of these birds, both outside and in! A
guest speaker came to show us what a
bird's skeleton looks like under its skin as
well as how the feathers fluff out or flatten
depending on the birds' posture and posi-
tion. All of this research is helping us to de-
velop observational skills so we can more
realistically draw a bird from pictures Mrs.
M. and Mrs. A. have taken. We will create
many pictures of our chosen bird using dif-
ferent art media and finally choose our best

picture to submit in the Massachusetts Jun- ‘| ﬁ:

The national book awards were an-
nounced this month and Dr. Brown is
supporting us in getting some of those
award winners into the hands of Lilja
readers!

Our library showcases are now re-

served all the way up to June. As |

write, | still have 2 slots open but given

the interest across grades in this well-

| oved opportunity to

collections, | anticipate | will be starting

on my 2010-2011 reservation list very

soon! Wedve had some

cases (as we always do!) from heart-

shaped rocks to book collections, teddy

bears to racing cars. Be sure to stop by
see whatodos showi nc

the school.
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ior Duck Stamp contest! We are very ex-
cited to be doing this study.

Ms. Moss helps students check out
just the right book.
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A
Saturday, March 20, 2010

Do you have the need to see the Red Sox beat
the Yankees this year?

Do you need some new activitiesfor your children

AUCTION like camp at Linx or art classes?
2010! Do you want to try some new restaurants  like
Milestones or Turner Fisheries?
Does your child want to be Mr. Tim for a
morning?

Do you want to support the Lilja Community?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then come to the Lilja Auction on March 20"
at the Crown Plaza. Tickets are $25 a person. There are plenty of fun and exciting items to
bid on during the silent and live auction. The parent volunteers have worked very hard on
getting some unique items that have never been auctioned off at a Lilja Auction before. Do
not miss out on your chance of taking one home. Hearty appetizers and dessert will be
served.

If you have any questions about the auction or would like to donate an item or service, please
contact Lisa Tabenkin at lisa_tabenkin@hotmail.com.

Musical Notes

We have been very busy this year in the music room! The fourth graders gave their first
FRQFHUW LQ -DQXDU\ DQG WKH\ GLG D ZRQGHUIXO MRE , ZI
DFFRPSOLVKHG VR IDU DQG ZHYfUH ORRNLQJ IRUZDUG WR D
JUDGHUV DUH RIl WR DQ H[FHOOHQW VWDUW ZLWK UHFRUGH
.DUDWH ~ 7KLV ZRUNV DORQJ WKH VDPH OLQHV DV UHJXODU
VRQJ WR JHW WR WKH QH[W OHYHO DQG RQFH WKH\TYH GRQ
tie on their recorder. We are also working on our Multicultural Assembly, which we will be

sharing with everyone on March 11th. Our folktale this year is from India, and we have

lots of fun music and other surprises in store for you! The third graders lead the way in

WKLV DVVHPEO\ EXW HYHU\ FKLOG LQ VFKRRO WDNHV SDUW
EUDWH RXU /LOMD FRPPXQLW\ 6RPH RI WKH RWKHU WKLQJV
KDYH EHHQ SUDFWLFLQJ ZULWLQJ UK\WKPV DQG VLQJLQJ DQ
.DQDNDQDND ~ ILUVW JUDGHUY KDYH EHHQ FKDQWLQJ DERXYV
WUDOLDQ DQLPDOV LQ 3'RZQ 8QGHU" DQG SUDFWLFLQJ GLIIH
PRYHPHQWYVY WR 3*HW RQ %RDUG " DQG NLQGHUJDUWHQHUYV k
EHHQ SOD\LQJ KDQG SHUFXVVLRQ LQVWUXPHQWY RQ 36DOO\
5RXQG WKH 6XQ "~ DQG VLQJLQJ DQG GDQFLQJ WR 36NLS WR |
/IRX =~ +DYH D JUHDW UHVW RI WKH ZLQWHU DQG PDQ\ WKDQN
your support of the music program!

Jane Weaver
Music and Chorus Teacher
Lilja and Bennett-Hemenway Schools



