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A Message fr om the Principal...

March conferences provide 
staff and parents with an op-
portunity to focus together on 
each childÕs progress and plan 
next steps to build on present 
strengths.  Our successful 
partnership with families is at 
the core of our mission to help 
all children reach their full po-
tential.  Together, home and 
school make a powerful team.

At Lilja, we continue to foster 
team efforts among staff to 
provide the very best we can 
for all our students.  The fruit 
of a recent collaborative en-
deavor was the schoolÕs cele-

bration of art, music, move-
ment and literature as we came 
together to enjoy an old Japa-
nese folk tale, The Peach Boy.  
With the skillful guidance of 
our talented specialists (Jane 
Weaver, music; Bree Curtis, 
art; Gary DeMayo, physical 
education; Becky Moss, li -
brary /media assistant), our 3rd 
grade students reenacted the 
tale with special musical ac-
cents, our K-4 students all 
sang a related song and per-
formed a Japanese Kata 
movement routine learned in 
Physical Education, and our 
entire student body wore won-

derful creations crafted in their 
art classes.  Our celebration of 
the arts fostered active learn-
ing within and among class-
rooms and resulted in a won-
derful event by students and 
for students as we tapped our 
creative energies and united 
our school community.!!
! ! ! ! !

! !           
- !ary Canne"        

#rinci pal
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Impor tant Dates

Mar. 31-Apr. 8 Ð MCAS 
3rd & 4th Grade (ELA)

Apr. 1Ð PTA Meeting 
9:00 -10:00AM 
(M usic Room)

Apr. 2 Ð Fair M eeting 
7:00 -8 :30PM 
(Library)

Apr. 8 Ð Ear ly Release 
Day (12 :05PM) / 
Passover Begins at 
Sundown

Apr. 10 Ð No School 
Good Fr iday

Apr. 16 Ð Lilja School 
Council Meeting 
3:00 - 4:00PM

Apr. 17 Ð Literature 
Day 

Apr.21-24 Ð Apr il 
School Vacat ion

Apr. 27 Ð School Re-
opens

Apr. 29 Ð Meeting for 
Incoming Kindergarten 
Families 7:00 PM 
(Library)

A Message From the PTAÉ

Calling all Volunteers...we 
need your help!

The PTA is looking for parent 
volunteers to chair some of our 
key events during the 2009-
2010 school year. The posi-
tions that need to be filled are:

*PTA Board Ð Secretary 
*Newsletter Editor
*Lilja Directory (recently filled)
*Gift Wrap Chairperson
*Lilja Auction - 2 Co-Chairs
*Lilja Fair - 2 Co-Chairs

Lilja is a great school because 
of its parent involvement! Inter-
ested? Please contact Stacy 
Bradford at 
stacy.bradford@mac.com

Your leadership is critical so 
the PTA can continue to fund 
Cultural Arts Programs, Field 
Trips, and Classroom Enrich-
ment funds.

Upcoming PT A Meetings:

APRIL:
Wednesday, April 1st 
9:00-10:00AM in the Music Room
Matthew Wall ÒMassachusetts 
Safe Routes to SchoolÓ coordina-
tor will be our guest speaker.

MAY:
Wednesday, May 6th 7:30PM in 
the Library
ÒInternet SafetyÓ presented by the 
Natick Police Department

JUNE:
Wednesday, June 3rd 
9:00-10:00AM in the Music Room
(Last meeting of the year)
Budget report and new officers 
will be voted in. In order to vote in 
the new officers to the Board we 
need to have as many PTA mem-
bers present as possible. Please 
try to come we need your vote 
and support. 

Thank you.
Happy Spring!

 Stacy Bradford and 
 Tracie Leonard

 PTA Co-Presidents

mailto:stacy.bradford@mac.com
mailto:stacy.bradford@mac.com
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Lilja Fair
Sunday, May 17th 12-4pm

The fair depends on many!volunteers to make it happen
Volunteer shifts are 2 hours:
:Set-up between 8am - 12pm:

:Running games 12-4pm:
:Tear down from 4-6pm: !

Please do your part and help us make the fair a success.
Sign up forms will be available shortly.

We need a volunteer from your family!
For more information please contact: 

Jill Carey: willjillnatick@verizon.net  508-655-7415 or 
Jacqueline Brodnitzki: brodnitzki@rcn.com   508-653-2195.

 Safe Routes to School

Come to the Lilja PT A meeting on W ednesday , April 1st at 9:00 am in the music room

Matthew Wall, School Outreach Coordinator of ÒMassachusetts Safe Routes to SchoolÓ, will make a pres-
entation about this wonderful program!

Lilja is a member of ÒMassachusetts Safe Routes to SchoolÓ (SRTS), which encourages safe, healthy al-
ternatives for traveling to school. By promoting walking and bicycling, the program aims to help reduce 
congestion, air pollution and traffic conflicts near school while increasing the physical activity and health 
of our children.

Save the date:  Massachusetts W alk to School Day is W ednesday , May 6th! 
Walk or bicycle to school with your children to have fun and get healthy! 

If youÕd like to get involved, please contact Sally Evans (stopfkuchenevans@rcn.com)

mailto:willjillnatick@verizon.net
mailto:willjillnatick@verizon.net
mailto:brodnitzki@rcn.com
mailto:brodnitzki@rcn.com
mailto:stopfkuchenevans@rcn.com
mailto:stopfkuchenevans@rcn.com
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Wanted :  One or two dynamic individuals who wish to contribute in a 
           very meaningful way to Lilja
Task:        Chair the Lilja Fair in 2010
Timing:     Volunteer now so that you can be ready to take over in 2010!!

The Lilja Fair is the second highest revenue generating fundraiser for Lilja.  Often bringing in 
around $4,000.  Jill and Jacqueline have worked hard the last few years to make running the 
Fair an easy task.  All you have to do is watch how it's done this year and then take over the 
reins next year.  Jill and Jacqueline will teach you all you need to know and will be available 
to help you next year.

Our remaining meetings for this year's Fair are April 2nd 7-8:30pm and May 7th 7-8:30pm.

For more information please contact: Jill Carey: willjillnatick@verizon.net 508-655-7415 or 
Jacqueline Brodnitzki: brodnitzki@rcn.com  508-653-2195.

! !The Lilja Fair is Coming!!!

 Staff Appreciation Week is Coming!
May 4-8th

Please join the PTA in showing the Staff how much we appreciate them!

When:    Tuesday, May 5th Luncheon
              Friday, May 8th Breakfast Buffet

Wanted:  Food and beverage items for breakfast and lunch
      Volunteers to help set up and clean up after lunch on Tuesday
              Volunteers to help serve lunch on Tuesday
   

Volunteer forms will be coming home soon, so make sure to check your childÕs backpack and email blast for any addi-
tional information. If you have any questions,  please contact:
Stacy Bradford at stacy.bradford@mac.com or (508) 653-8997.

Staff Appreciation Week
Lets show the Staff how much we care.

mailto:willjillnatick@verizon.net
mailto:willjillnatick@verizon.net
mailto:brodnitzki@rcn.com
mailto:brodnitzki@rcn.com
mailto:stacy.bradford@mac.com
mailto:stacy.bradford@mac.com
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A LIONÕS ROAR OF 

APPLAUSE 

FOR................

ABBIE FOX 
(Grade 3 t eacher) and 
KRISTEN MCENANEY
(GR 1-2 teacher)
for t heir wonder ful MA TH 
presentation at our Mar ch 
PTA meeting.

AMY MIS TROT, GOPA 
MUKHERJEE AND PATTI 
DON OVAN
For chair ing the  Cultural 
Ar ts Committee

ELLEN MANGAN O, TRACIE 
LEONARD, SAND Y WALAK,  
JEANNE HOLIHAN AND 
MA URA GAUGHAN
 (our Yearbook S taff) 
Who ha ve worked har d all 
year taking pictur es and put-
ting together the Lilja year-
book (on sale no w).

LINDA WITHERBY
For volunteering to be next 
years Lilja Directory Chair -
person. 

The 2008-2009 Lilja Yearbook is almost completed and it is looking 
great.  It will include a full color picture of every student and a two 
page layout devoted to each grade. It will also contain pictures of Lilja 
staff and candid photos of special events, recess, music, assemblies, 
field trips and much more.  
 
Order on-line by Friday April  10th and the price of the yearbook is 
$18.50.
 
After April 10th the price will be $23.50. The final order deadline is 
Thursday June 1 1th. 
 
The easiest and most efficient way  to order is directly through the 
Coffee Pond website: 
 
<z Log on to www.coffeepond.com

<z Go to ÒPlace an OrderÓ and click on ÒYearbooksÓ

<z Enter School Password: lion

<z Check the box ÒOn-Line OrderÓ

<z Follow instructions and place your order using a credit card

 
Or you may mail in your order using one of two options listed below:
1.
<z Log on to www.coffeepond.com

<z Go to ÒPlace an OrderÓ and click on ÒYearbooksÓ

<z Enter School Password:  lion

<z Check the box ÒMail-In OrderÓ

<z Follow instructions and mail in your order using a check or credit 

card
 
2.
Pick up a yearbook order form in the school office, fill it out and mail it 
to Coffee Pond with payment.

If you have any questions, please contact Ellen Mangano at 
bobellm@msn.com or Tracie Leonard at tleeleonard7@verizon.net

 

http://www.coffeepond.com
http://www.coffeepond.com
http://www.coffeepond.com
http://www.coffeepond.com
mailto:bobellm@msn.com
mailto:bobellm@msn.com
mailto:tleeleonard7@verizon.net
mailto:tleeleonard7@verizon.net
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Kindergar ten 

What an exciting time in 
Kindergarten! 

The Kindergarten stu-
dents have begun to explore the 
idea of planning writing, giving 
their writing a beginning, middle 
and end. We have also become 
our own Òeditors,Ó rereading and 
double-checking our writing to 
monitor for meaning. As authors, 
we are working on the mechanics 
of writing, different techniques, 
and the content of our writing. 
We have discussed Òwhat good 
writers do,Ó which includes the 
following:

 -     adding descriptive  
       words 

- leaving spaces be-
tween words

- using capital letters at 
the beginning of a 
sentence

- using lowercase let-
ters 

- using punctuation
- choosing a topic
- writing multiple sen-

tences on one topic
- adding details
- rereading and editing 

our writing
- writing about Òsmall 

momentsÓ

As we practice these 
goals, we will begin to extend our 
Òsmall momentsÓ into short sto-
ries, or Òpersonal narratives.Ó 
This will  involve more pre-

planning, drafting, and editing. 
WriterÕs workshop is a time that 
helps students learn to express 
their ideas and thoughts as they 
begin to view themselves as 
authors.   

Grade One

 We have Þt a lot of learn-
ing into March!  The snow has 
melted and we are excited to shed 
our winter clothing.  Since it is 
often muddy on the playground, 
it might be helpful to pack extra 
pants and socks in your childÕs 
backpack.
! As the Þrst graders learn 
more about how words work, 
they are becoming better readers 
and spellers.  We continue to 
learn new long vowel patterns 
and high frequency words.  In 
addition, weÕve taken a closer 
look at contractions.  Daily group 
writing provides opportunities to 
discuss homophones, compound 
words and other letter/word re-
lated topics.

In writing, the Þrst grad-
ers are very busy writing poetry.  
Poetry has allowed students to 
explore, savor language, value 
voice and repetition and sounds.   
It has also encouraged students to 
see the world in different ways, 
and explore writing about things 

that are meaningful to them.  
Come by and read some of their 
poetry outside our classrooms if 
you are at Lilja!  
! In math, the children have 
quickly developed skills like 
counting forwards and back-
wards, solving story problems, 
counting on, and measuring.  
They have learned many new 
games that support mathematical 
learning, especially in subtrac-
tion.  Favorites include ÒRoll and 
Record SubtractionÓ and ÒFive-
In-A-Row Subtraction.Ó
! Seasonal changes have 
allowed for many scientiÞc and 
community studies.  We recently 
walked to TillyÕs and noticed 
how the change of seasons affects 
what our community needs and 
how TillyÕs prepares for the 
spring season.   Additionally, the 
children are looking forward to 
our spring nature walk in the 
Town Forest.
! Open Circle has facili-
tated many conversations about 
body language, including others, 
cooperation, compliments, and 
calming down techniques. The 
children are using and practicing 
these skills to work together and 
problem solve with each other. 

!

A Closer Look ...
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Grade One / Two

! The children in the 1-2's are 
studying poetry and working on 
the comprehension strategy of 
visualizing. Children are reading 
poems and making pictures in 
their minds to match the text.  
Sometimes visualizing happens 
like a movie does with Þlm con-
stantly rolling, other times it is 
freeze frame, with the last frame 
being replaced with an updated 
one when new information is read.  
In both classes, children have 
drawn what they visualized, and 
compared what happens when 
they visualize when someone 
reads out loud to them, and what 
happens when they read to them-
selves.  Most children reported 
that they preferred having the text 
to look back on so they could pull 
out the details and add them to 
their drawings.  This makes teach-
ers happy as it promotes re-
reading text for more information, 
and monitoring for meaning, two 
things that good readers do.

Grade Two

In writing, the second 
grade students started a unit in po-
etry.   First the second graders 
spent time reading a variety of po-
ems and then recording what they 
noticed.   Some of the things they 
noticed were that some poems are 
short and some are long,  some 
start and end the same way, poems 
describe a topic using phrases, 

some poetry has a lot of punctua-
tion and some poems do not have 
punctuation, just to name a few. 
Each child then found the poet in-
side him or her by exploring the 
three rooms of poetry:  the emo-
tion door, the observation door, 
and the memory door.  As they 
opened each door they generated 
topics for potential poems.  They 
are now working on writing a col-
lection of poems in which they 
apply some of the poetic language 
that we studied such as onamon-
apia, personiÞcation, alliteration, 
similes, and metaphors.   As a 
class we discussed ways to polish 
up our poems by adding details, 
cracking open words, switching 
around stanzas, or adding poetic 
language.  We will  also learned 
about where to put line breaks in 
our poems, which are used to cre-
ate rhythm.  They are all very ex-
cited to share their collection of 
poems with their parents at the 
next writing celebration!

Grade Thr ee
Each month will  feature a differ-
ent 3rd grade classroom.
3FR will  be in the spotlight this 
month.

! The historians of 3FR have 
been studying about the history of 
Natick from the mid 1600s 
through the 19th century. We 
learned about John Eliot, and his 
role in the founding of Natick. We 
tracked the population growth of 

Natick when it was a site for the 
Praying Indians, to its growth as a 
small town, to the present day. 
When we learned about the impact 
to Natick of the shoe industry, we 
detoured a bit to talk about assem-
bly lines. Students simulated small 
shoe assembly lines which 
prompted the discussion of the 
pros and cons of assembly lines. 
Our Þnal project was writing his-
torically accurate letters in re-
sponse to the Great Fire of 1874. 
Students wrote letters as though 
they were living in Natick through 
the Great Fire. We are looking 
forward to our Natick History Þeld 
trip being scheduled to take place 
later this Spring.

Grade Four

This month, the 4th grade 
team would like to ask parents to 
pay particular attention to spelling.  
4th graders are tested three times a 
year, September, January and 
June, on two different spelling 
lists.  One list called the Devel-
opmental Spelling Assessment, 
tests students to determine their 
developmental spelling level.  
This information helps inform 
teachers of the spelling patterns 
that are most needed for direct 
teaching in our classes.  The other 
assessment is the High Frequency 
Words assessment.  It is the expec-
tation that every 4th grader is able 
to write, read and use all 49 words 
correctly by the end of the year.  
All  4th graders are given two high 
frequency words in their weekly 
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spelling tests along with their per-
sonal words and words in the 
spelling pattern that are being 
taught that week.  The following is 
a list of commonly misspelled 
high frequency words in 4th grade:  
special, usually, Þnally, surface, 
probably, sure, across, Þeld and 
certain.  Parents can help their 
children master these words by 
practicing them at home and main-
taining a high expectation for 
spelling common words on 
homework assignments. Music Room Notes

! ! ! !    
by Jane Weaver

 Here are some highlights 
from the Lilja  Music Room, where 
weÕve had a fun and productive 
winter:  

The Fourth Grade Chorus 
Concert in January, with your 
children singing, at one point, in 
four-part harmony!..

The all-school Multicul-
tural Assembly, led by the third-
graders, in a production of the 
Japanese folktale, ÒMomotaro the 
Peach Boy,Ó with lots of singing, 
recorder playing, Japanese martial 
arts movements, and some great 
special effects instruments!...

Second graders hard at 
work writing new lyrics for some 
classic American folksongs (like 
ÒRocky Mountain High,Ó which is 
not the same as the John Denver 
tune, however!) and learning how 
to hear, read and write simple 
rhythm patternsÉ

First graders making up 
simple patterns on the Orff in-
struments (xylophones, metallo-
phones, glockenspiels) and learn-
ing a mixed-meter chant about 
Australian animals called ÒDown 
UnderÓÉ

Kindergarteners learning 
all sorts of songs and singing 

games, plus listening to ÒPeter and 
the WolfÓ and identifying instru-
ments and character themes. Ask 
your Þrst through fourth graders 
about the different ÒSecret SongsÓ 
weÕve listened and moved to so far 
this year, wonderful pieces of mu-
sic by a variety of composers, like 
ÒDanse Macabre,Ó ÒMaple Leaf 
Rag,Ó or ÒIn the Hall of the Moun-
tain King.Ó 

And if  any parent is inter-
ested in coming in to your childÕs 
music class and sharing a musical 
talent or skill with us, please get in 
touch with me so we can arrange 
it!  It is wonderful for children to 
see their parents making music Ð a 
great model for them Ð and a lot of 
fun besides.

I hope everyone has a 
wonderful Spring. I thank you, as 
always, for your continued and 
much appreciated support of our 
music program.
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PTA Chairs...
Gift Wrap  Stacy Bradford 
Class Photo Day Ellen Mangano
   Gail Morey   545-1660       gailmorey@aol.com

Kindergarten Picnic  Gina Arthur   647-1970       ginaarthur@hotmail.com
   Nicole Mela    650-6224       jeffmela@comcast.net
Email Coordinator Jeanne Holihan     653-9638       holihan@rcn.com

Pasta Night  Jill Woods     650-3425       jilljwoods@hotmail.com
   Meredith Bernier    315-3104       myberniers@yahoo.com
   Tina Stanislaski      655-2396       cjkstan@yahoo.com

Box Tops for Education  Joanne McNally      651-3352       jpresnally@comcast.net
Parent Volunteers Jill Kovatsis       653-9020       ja.k@verizon.net
Scholastic Book Fair Jill Kovatsis

  Leticia Safran  653-4983       l.safran@comcast.net
  Jeanne Holihan 

Cultural Arts  Amy Mistrot  655-9293       mamistrot@rcn.com
  Gopa Mukherjee       gopa_mukherjee@hotmail.com 

   Patti Donovan            p-jdonovan@comcast.net
Lilja Directory  Judi Welch  655-1418       momofdanda@comcast.net

   Peter Tordo  655-4417       peter.tordo@verizon.net
Lilja Opening Packet Stacy Bradford
   Tracie Leonard
Lilja Wearable  Stacy Bradford
Newsletter Editor        Katherine Manners   653-0102      kmanners@bigconnnect.com
Parent Coordinating Council  
   Amy Mistrot, 
   Gopa Mukherjee 
   Diane Floyd            thenatickfloyds@verizon.net
Discovery Night  Julie Roy  655-7217       basswife14@hotmail.com
Lilja School Council TBA
Lilja Fair  Jacqueline Brodnitzki    653-219         brodnitzki@rcn.com
   Jill Carey       655-7415       willjillnatick@verizon.net
Fair Volunteer Coord.    Maura Gaughan  655-3883    maura.gaughan@comcast.net
Staff Appreciation Day Stacy Bradford
Lilja Yearbook  Ellen Mangano
   Tracie Leonard
   Sandy Walak  647-0244       swalak@rcn.com
   Jeanne Holihan
NEF Representative TBA

PTA Of ficers... Stacy Bradford
Co President         
 653-8997       
stacy.bradford@mac.com

Tracie Leonard
Co-President
 414-0801  
tleeleonard7@comcast.net

Linda Tighe
Vice President
651-9902 
lindatighe@gmail.com

Ellen Mangano
Secretary
 653-2519
bobellm@msn.com

Jeanne Hicks
Treasurer    
651-0807      
jeannehicks@hotmail.com

Lilja

Elementary 

School

41 Bacon St
Natick, MA 01760

Phone: 
508-647-6570

Fax: 
508-647-6572

Web: 
http://www.natick.k1
2.ma.us/schools/lilja 
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