A Message fr om the Principal...

March conferences provide
staf and parentswith an op-
portunity to focus togetheron
eachchild® progressand plan
next stepsto build on present
strengths.  Our successful
partnershipwith families is at
the coreof our missionto help
all childrenreachtheir full po-
tential. Together home and
school make a powerful team.

At Lilja, we continueto foster
team efforts among staf to
provide the very bestwe can
for all our students. The fruit
of a recent collaborative en
deavorwas the school®cele
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bration of art, music, move
mentandliteratureaswe came
togetherto enjoy an old Japa
nesefolk tale, The PeachBoy.
With the skillful guidanceof
our talented specialists (Jane
Weaver music; Bree Curtis,
art; Gary DeMayo, physical
education; Becky Moss, li-
brary /mediaassistant)pur 31
grade studentsreenactedthe
tale with special musical ac
cents, our K-4 students all
sang a related song and per
formed a Japanese Kata
movementroutine learned in
Physical Education, and our
entire studentbody wore wor

derful creationscraftedin their
art classes.Our celebrationof
the arts fosteredactive learn
ing within and among class
rooms and resultedin a wor
derful event by studentsand
for studentsas we tappedour
creative enegies and united
our school community!!
! ! ! ! !
! !

- lary Canne"

#rinci pal
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Mar. 31-Apr. 8 B MCAS
3rd & 4th Gade @A)

Apr. 1D PA Meeting
9:00-10:00AM
(Music Room)

Apr. 2 B Rir M eeting
7:00-8 :30PM
(Library)

Apr. 8 D larly Release
Day 12:05PM) /

: - Passover Begins at
A Message Fom the PTAE Upcoming PT A Meetings: Sundown

: APRIL:
Calling all Volunteers...we Wednesday, April 1st Apr. 10 B No Shool
need your help! 9:00-10:00AM in the Music Room Good Friday

Matthew Wall OMassachusetts
Safe Routes to SchoolO coordina :
tor will be our guest speaker. Apr. 16 B Llja School

Council Meeting

The PTA s looking for parent
volunteers to chair some of our

key events during the 2009- MAY: ) :
2010 school year. The posi- Wednesday, May 6th 7:30PM in 3:00-4:00PM
tions that need to be filled are: ~ the Library

Olnternet SafetyO presented by the Apr. 17 B Lterature
Natick Police Department

*PTA Board D Secretary Day
*Newsletter Editor JUNE:
Ll Drectoy (ool flec) - Wetnesday WO e moom | API2120D A
*Lilja Auction - 2 Co-Chairs (Last meeting of the year). el Ve
*Lilja Fair - 2 Co-Chairs Bl_Jdget report and new officers _
will be voted in. In order to vote in Apr. 27 B Shool Re-

L the new officers to the Board we
Lilja is a great school because need to have as many PTA mem- opens
of its parent involvement! Inter-  bers present as possible. Please
ested? Please contact Stacy try to come we need your vote Apr. 29 B Meeting for
Bradford at and support Incoming Kindergarten
stacy.bradford@mac.com Thank you. Families 700 PM

- :

Your leadership is critical so Happy Spring! (Library)

the PTA can continue to fund
Cultural Arts Programs, Field Stacy Bradford and

Trips, and Classroom Enrich- Tracie Leonard

ment funds. _
PTA Co-Presidents
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Lilja Fair
Sunday, May 17th 12-4pm
The fair depends on many!volunteers to make it happen
Volunteer shifts are 2 hours:
:Set-up between 8am - 12pm:
:Running games 12-4pm:
: Tear down from 4-6pm: !

Please do your part and help us make the fair a success.
Sign up forms will be available shortly.
We need a volunteer from your family!
For more information please contact:

Jill Carey: willjillnatick@verizon.net  508-655-7415 or
Jacqueline Brodnitzki: brodnitzki@rcn.com 508-653-2195.
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I The Lilja Fair is Coming!!!

Wanted : One or two dynamic individuals who wish to contribute in a
very meaningful way to Lilja

Task: Chair the Lilja Fair in 2010

Timing: Volunteer now so that you can be ready to take over in 2010!!

The Lilja Fair is the second highest revenue generating fundraiser for Lilja. Often bringing in
around $4,000. Jill and Jacqueline have worked hard the last few years to make running the
Fair an easy task. All you have to do is watch how it's done this year and then take over the
reins next year. Jill and Jacqueline will teach you all you need to know and will be available
to help you next year.

Our remaining meetings for this year's Fair are April 2nd 7-8:30pm and May 7th 7-8:30pm.

For more information please contact: Jill Carey: willjillnatick@verizon.net 508-655-7415 or
Jacqueline Brodnitzki: brodnitzki@rcn.com 508-653-2195.

Staff Appciation ek is Coming!
May 4-8th

Please join the RTin showing the Staff how much weeagte them!

When: Tuesday, May®sLuncheon
Friday, Mayt@8reakfast Buffet

Wanted: Food and beverage items for breakfast and lunch
Volunteers to help set up and clean up after lunch on Tuesday
Volunteers to help serve lunch on Tuesday

Volunteer forms will be coming home soon, so make sure to check your childOs backpack and email blast for
tional information. If you have any questions, please contact:
Stacy Bradford atacy.bradford@mac.can(508) 653-8997.

Staff Apprciation ek
Lets show the Staff how much vee car

Lilja News! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Mar ch/Apr il 2009


mailto:willjillnatick@verizon.net
mailto:willjillnatick@verizon.net
mailto:brodnitzki@rcn.com
mailto:brodnitzki@rcn.com
mailto:stacy.bradford@mac.com
mailto:stacy.bradford@mac.com

LILJA YEAR" 0K 2008-2009

The 2008-2009 Lilja Yearbook is almost completed and it is looking
great. It will include a full color picture of every student and a two
for their wonder ful MA TH page layout devoted to each grade. It will also contain pictures of Lilja
presentation at our Mar ch staff and candid photos of special events, recess, music, assemblies,
. field trips and much more.
PTA meeting.

Order on-line by Friday April 10" and the price of the yearbook is
$18.50.

After April 10™ the price will be $23.50. The final order deadline is
Thursday June 1 1t,

.. The easiest and most efficient wa to order is directly through the
For chairing the Cultural Coffee Pond website: y y 9

Arts Committee
<zLog on to www .coffeepond.com

<zGo to OPlace an OrderO and click on €afbooksO

<zEnter School Password: lion

<z Check the box OOn-Line Order®

<zFollow instructions and place your order using a credit card

Who ha ve worked hard all Or you may mail in your order using one of two options listed below:
year taking pictur es and put-
ting together the Lilja year-
book (on sale no w).

<z Log on to www.coffeepond.com

<zGo to OPlace an OrderO and click on €afbooksO
<zEnter School Password: lion

<z Check the box OMail-In OrderO

For volunteering to be next <zFollow instructions and mail in your order using a check or credit
years Lilja Directory Chair - card
person. 2

Pick up a yearbook order form in the school office, fill it out and mail it
to Coffee Pond with payment.

If you have any questions, please contact Ellen Mangano at
bobellm@msn.com or Tracie Leonard at tleeleonard7@verizon.net

Lilja News! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Mar ch/Apr il 2009


http://www.coffeepond.com
http://www.coffeepond.com
http://www.coffeepond.com
http://www.coffeepond.com
mailto:bobellm@msn.com
mailto:bobellm@msn.com
mailto:tleeleonard7@verizon.net
mailto:tleeleonard7@verizon.net

A Closer Look...

Kindergar ten

What an exciting time in
Kindergarten!

The Kindemarten stu
dentshave begunto explorethe
idea of planning writing, giving
their writing a beginning,middle
and end. We have also become
our own Oeditors,@ereadingand
double-checkingour writing to
monitor for meaning As authors,
we areworking on the mechanics
of writing, different techniques,
and the contentof our writing.
We have discussedOwhatgood
writers do,Owhich includes the
following:

adding descriptive

words

- leaving spaces be
tween words

- using capital letters at
the beginning of a
sentence

- using lowercase let
ters

- using punctuation

- choosing a topic

- writing multiple sen
tences on one topic

- adding details

- rereading and editing
our writing

- writing about Osmall

momentsO

As we practice these
goals,we will beginto extend our
OsmallmomentsGnto short sto-
ries, or Opersonalnarratives.O
This will involve more pre-
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planning, drafting, and editing.
Writer@ workshopis a time that
helps studentslearn to express
their ideasand thoughtsas they
begin to view themselves as
authors.

Grade One

We havebt alot of learn
ing into March! The snow has
meltedandwe areexcitedto shed
our winter clothing. Sinceit is
often muddy on the playground,
it might be helpful to pack extra
pants and socksin your child®
backpack.

! As the brst graderslearn
more about how words work,

they are becomingbetterreaders
and spellers. We continue to

learn new long vowel patterns
and high frequencywords. In

addition, weOvetaken a closer
look at contractions.Daily group
writing providesopportunitiesto

discusshomophones,compound
words and other letter/word re-

lated topics.

In writing, the Prst grad
ersare very busy writing poetry
Poetry has allowed studentsto
explore, savor language, value
voice and repetitionand sounds.
It hasalsoencouragedtudentgo
seethe world in different ways,
and explorewriting aboutthings

that are meaningful to them.
Comeby and readsomeof their
poetry outside our classroomsf

you are at Lilja!

! In math,the childrenhave
quickly developed skills like

counting forwards and back

wards, solving story problems,
counting on, and measuring.
They have learned many new
gamesthat supportmathematical
learning, especially in subtrae

tion. Favoritesinclude ORolland
Record SubtractionGand OFive-
In-A-Row Subtraction.O

! Seasonal changes have

allowed for many scientibPcand
community studies. We recently
walked to Tilly® and noticed
how the changeof seasonaffects
what our community needsand
how Tilly& prepares for the
spring season. Additionally, the
children are looking forward to

our spring nature walk in the
Town Forest.

! Open Circle has facili-

tated many conversationsabout
body language,including others,
cooperation, compliments, and
calming down techniques.The
children are using and practicing
theseskills to work togetherand
problem solve with each other
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Grade One /Two

! The childrenin the 1-2'sare
studying poetry and working on
the comprehension strategy of
visualizing. Children are reading
poems and making pictures in
their minds to match the text.
Sometimes visualizing happens
like a movie doeswith PIm con
stantly rolling, other times it is
freeze frame, with the last frame
being replaced with an updated
onewhennewinformationis read.
In both classes, children have
drawn what they visualized, and
compared what happens when
they visualize when someone
readsout loud to them, and what
happensvhen they readto them
selves. Most children reported
that they preferredhavingthe text
to look backon sothey could pull
out the details and add them to
their drawings. This makesteach
ers happy as it promotes re-
readingtext for more information,
and monitoring for meaning,two
things that good readers do.

Grade Two

In writing, the second
gradestudentsstarteda unit in po-
etry.  First the secondgraders
spenttime readinga variety of po-
emsandthenrecordingwhat they
noticed. Someof the thingsthey
noticedwere that somepoemsare
short and some are long, some
startandendthe sameway, poems
describe a topic using phrases,
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somepoetry hasa lot of punctua
tion and somepoemsdo not have
punctuation,just to name a few.
Eachchild thenfound the poetin-
side him or her by exploring the
threerooms of poetry: the emoc
tion door, the observationdoor,
and the memory door.  As they
openedeachdoor they generated
topics for potentialpoems. They
arenow working on writing a col-
lection of poemsin which they
apply someof the poeticlanguage
that we studied such as onamon
apia, personibcation,alliteration,
similes, and metaphors. As a
classwe discussedvaysto polish
up our poemsby adding details,
cracking open words, switching
around stanzas,or adding poetic
language. We will also learned
aboutwhereto put line breaksin
our poems,which areusedto cre-
aterhythm. Theyareall very ex-
cited to sharetheir collection of
poems with their parentsat the
next writing celebration!

Grade Three

Each month will featurea differ-
ent 3rd grade classroom.

3FR will be in the spotlight this
month.

! The historiansof 3FR have
beenstudyingaboutthe history of
Natick from the mid 1600s
through the 19th century We
learnedabout John Eliot, and his
role in the foundingof Natick. We
tracked the population growth of

Natick when it was a site for the
PrayingIndians,to its growthasa
small town, to the presentday.
Whenwe learnedabouttheimpact
to Natick of the shoeindustry we
detoureda bit to talk aboutassem
bly lines. Studentsimulatedsmall
shoe assembly lines which
prompted the discussionof the
pros and cons of assemblylines.
Our bnal project was writing his-
torically accurate letters in re-
sponseto the GreatFire of 1874.
Studentswrote letters as though
theywereliving in Natick through
the Great Fire. We are looking
forwardto our Natick History bpeld
trip being scheduledo take place
later this Spring.

Grade Four

This month, the 4th grade
teamwould like to ask parentsto
pay particularattentionto spelling.
4th gradersaretestedthreetimesa
year September January and
June, on two different spelling
lists. One list called the Devel
opmental Spelling Assessment,
tests studentsto determinetheir
developmental spelling level.
This information helps inform
teachersof the spelling patterns
that are most neededfor direct
teachingin our classes.The other
assessmerns the High Frequency
Wordsassessmentlt is theexpee
tation that every 4" graderis able
to write, readanduseall 49 words
correctly by the end of the year
All 4th gradersare given two high
frequencywords in their weekly
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spellingtestsalongwith their per
sonal words and words in the
spelling pattern that are being
taughtthatweek. Thefollowing is
a list of commonly misspelled
high frequencywordsin 4t grade:
special, usually Pnally surface,
probably sure, across, Peld and
certain. Parentscan help their

children master these words by
practicingthemathomeandmain
taining a high expectation for
spelling common words on
homework assignments.
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Music Room Notes

! ! ! !
by Jane Waver

Here are some highlights
from the Lilja Music Room,where
weOvehad a fun and productive
winter:

The Fourth Grade Chorus
Concert in January with your
children singing, at one point, in
four-part harmony!..

The all-school Multicul-
tural Assembly led by the third-
graders,in a production of the
Japanesédolktale, OMomotarcthe
PeachBoy,Owith lots of singing,
recorderplaying, Japanesenartial
arts movements,and some great
special eiects instruments!...

Second graders hard at
work writing new lyrics for some
classic American folksongs (like
ORockyMountainHigh,Owhich is
not the sameas the John Denver
tune, however!)and learninghow
to hear read and write simple
rhythm patternsg

First graders making up
simple patternson the Orff in-
struments (xylophones, metalle
phones,glockenspiels)and learn
ing a mixed-meter chant about
Australian animals called ODown
UnderOE

Kindemgarteners learning
all sorts of songs and singing

gamespluslisteningto OPeteand
the WolfO and identifying instru-
ments and characterthemes.Ask
your brst through fourth graders
aboutthe differentOSecresongsO
weOvidistenedandmovedto sofar
this year wonderful piecesof mu-
sic by a variety of composerslike
ODanseMacabre,OOMaple Leaf
Rag,®r Olnthe Hall of the Moun-
tain King.O

And if any parentis inter-
estedin comingin to your child®
music classand sharinga musical
talentor skill with us, pleasegyetin
touch with me so we can arrange
it! It is wonderful for childrento
seetheir parentamakingmusicba
greatmodelfor thembandalot of
fun besides.

| hope everyone has a
wonderful Spring.| thankyou, as
always, for your continued and
much appreciatedsupport of our
music program.
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PTA Of ficers...

PTA Chairs...

Lilja

Gift Wrap Stacy Bradford Elementar Yy
Class Photo Day Ellen Mangano
Gail Morey 545-1660  gailmorey@aol.com School
Kindergarten Picnic Gina Arthur 647-1970 ginaarthur@hotmail.com -
Nicole Mela 650-6224 jeffmela@comcast.net ﬁ
Email Coordinator Jeanne Holihan 653-9638 holihan@rcn.com L‘ y
Pasta Night Jill Woods 650-3425 jilljiwoods@hotmail.com wy AW
Meredith Bernier 315-3104  myberniers@yahoo.com mfﬂ
Tina Stanislaski 655-2396 cjkstan@yahoo.com
Box Tops for Education Joanne McNally 651-3352 jpresnally@comcast.net
Parent Volunteers Jill Kovatsis 653-9020 ja.k@verizon.net
Scholastic Book Fair  Jill Kovatsis SSaca S
o Natick, MA 01760
Leticia Safran 653-4983 l.safran@comcast.net
Jeanne Holihan Phone:
Cultural Arts Amy Mistrot 655-9293 mamistrot@rcn.com 508-647-6570
Gopa Mukherjee gopa_mukherjee@hotmail.com
Patti Donovan p-jdonovan@comcast.net
Lilja Directory Judi Welch 655-1418 momofdanda@comcast.net Fax:
Peter Tordo 655-4417  peter.tordo@verizon.net 508-647-6572
Lilja Opening Packet  Stacy Bradford
Tracie Leonard Web:
Lilja Wearable Stacy Bradford
Newsletter Editor Katherine Manners 653-0102  kmanners@bigconnnect.com
Parent Coordinating Council
Amy Mistrot,
Gopa Mukherjee
Diane Floyd thenatickfloyds@verizon.net
Discovery Night Julie Roy 655-7217 basswifel4@hotmail.com
Lilja School Council TBA
Lilja Fair Jacqueline Brodnitzki  653-219 brodnitzki@rcn.com
Jill Carey 655-7415  willjillnatick@verizon.net
Fair Volunteer Coord. Maura Gaughan 655-3883 maura.gaughan@comcast.net
Staff Appreciation Day Stacy Bradford
Lilja Yearbook Ellen Mangano
Tracie Leonard
Sandy Walak 647-0244 swalak@rcn.com

Jeanne Holihan
NEF Representative  TBA
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