
piloting a math fluency program 

called FASTT Math and this 

spring, all second graders will 

take a norm-referenced liter-

acy assessment electronically 

using a program called Scan-

tron. In September, those of 

you with 1st, 2nd, 3rd, or 4th grad-

ers received your access code 

for Successnet, a program that 

accompanies our math curricu-

lum. I hope you are finding it 

interesting and useful.  

     Our efforts are always en-

hanced by the help of parent 

volunteers so if you are among 

those who have the time and 

interest to come in and help 

us, we would welcome and 

appreciate it.  (Just e-mail me!) 

 ñMrs. McCloskey  

T 
his year each of the eight 

schools in our district 

undertook three goals in 

common:  

1. improving student writing 

across the curriculum; 

2. increasing the integration 

of technology into instruc-

tion and student learning;  

3. working collaboratively as 

Professional Learning Com-

munities to support and 

enhance student learning.  

Our heightened attention to 

the instruction of writing in-

cludes daily instruction in the 

discipline as well as six assess-

ments to be administered, col-

lected, and scored on a com-

mon district-wide rubric. Of 

the six samples, three will be 

determined district-wide while 

three may be determined at 

either the building or the dis-

trict level. Each sample will 

assess a different genre from 

our writing curriculum.   

     To date, two of the district

-wide assessments have al-

ready been administered for 

functional writing: kindergarten 

and 1st grade students were 

given a prompt for a Thank 

You note and 2nd to 4th graders 

wrote a Friendly Letter. Infor-

mation from this work helps 

teachers know how their stu-

dents perform with regard to 

the specific learning standards 

and also informs their next 

steps for instruction.   

     Integration of technology is 

happening at the teacher level 

as well as the student level. 

Each teacher currently has a 

web page, submits daily atten-

dance electronically, communi-

cates via e-mail, and occasion-

ally produces a podcast for 

instruction. Thanks to a very 

generous grant from the NEF 

(Natick Education Foundation), 

staff will soon have access to a 

range of professional develop-

ment classes that they have 

requested.  

     While itõs still a bit challeng-

ing to get our mobile lab up 

and down three levels, teach-

ers are making great use of it 

for student learning. The lap-

tops enable students to ex-

plore learning sites, compose 

work, access livestreaming, 

present data, practice skills, and 

do subject-related research. 

Two second grade classes are 

From the Principalõs Desk 
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R E M E M B E R : 
 

 

March 9  
Early Release Day 

6:30ð7:30 pm: Academic 

Fair Gr. 1 & 2  
March 11  

6:30ð7:30 pm: Academic 
Fair Gr. 3 & 4  
March 15  

7 pm: Info Night at 
Wilson Middle School 
for After School Pro-

gram at Memorial  
March 17  
Early Release Day 
(Elementary Only)  

March 18  
7:45 am: School Council 
Meeting  

March 22  
5ð7 pm: Registration at 
Town Hall for After 

School Program at 
Memorial  
7ð9pm: Cyber Bullying 

and Web Safety, Wilson 
Middle School (see p. 3) 
March 23  

Gr. 4 MCAS 
March 24  
Gr. 3 MCAS 
March 25  

Gr. 3 MCAS 
5ð7 pm: Registration at 
Town Hall for After 

School Program at 
Memorial  
March 26  

3ð5 pm: Friday Flicks  
March 27  

1 pm: Memorial CARES 

Event Day  
March 30  
PTO Bake Sale/Town 

Elections 
March 31  
Gr. 4 MCAS 
April 1  

7:45 am: School Council  
Gr. 4 MCAS 
April 2  

No School/Good Friday 
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Our Second Graders Review 

òKids on the Blockó  
 

S econd graders 

watched òKids on 

the Block.ó It was a 

good lesson for kids. It 

was a puppet show. 

There were four char-

acters. Their names 

were Anna, Brenda, 

Eddie, and Melody. The 

first show was about a 

girl that had ADHD 

who was Anna. The 

second show was 

about not to bully 

other people. A lot of 

the audience had questions. I enjoyed 

watching the puppet show.   

ñJack Shuster 

 

òKids on the Blockó teaches people 

how to deal with things. For example, 

bullying, ADHD, and autism. ADHD is 

when youõre thinking about too many 

things at once and canõt focus. Autism 

is when you just canõt understand 

some things. The funniest part was 

when the puppets did a skit and one of 

them was being bullied and kept say-

ing, òGo awayó and òGet out of my 

wayó and at the end said, òSee you 

later bully person!ó   

ñGrace Benzi 

 

Bullying is a horrible thing. If you ever 

see someone getting bullied call their 

name and say something like òHey Lily, 

want to come play with us?ó It will 

make the bully distracted and the per-
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son getting bullied can get away. Peo-

ple with ADHD have a hard life be-

cause they are born with ADHD and 

have a hard time listening and focusing 

on what they are supposed to do. 

They might lose control and do some-

thing they are not supposed to do. But 

they donõt mean to.  

ñHayleigh Keil  
                                                    
òWhat We Learnedó Excerpts 
 
Puppets are a great way of learning 
lessons.   

ñCamilla Samuel 
  
I learned about bullying.  Eddy and his 
friends told what to do if you ever got 
bullied.  Eddie pretended to get bullied 
so we  know what it is like.  This is 
what you could do, 1. tell a teacher, 2. 
walk away, 3. tell him to stop!   

ñSebastian Gagnon 
  
I learned a lot about bullying.  I learned 
a lot of new strategies like walking 
away.   

ñKayleigh Hacker 
  
You learn that ADHD is about someone 
who has a hard time paying attention. Itõs 
about how their brain works.    

ñMax Weinhaus 
  
If someone is getting bullied or teased 
you should help in a way that will get 
them away.   You can say, òDo you 
want to play on the swings?ó   

ñVictoria Norchi  
 
I enjoyed it because if you get bullied, 
you know what to do.   

ñPaige Ghilani  

T H E  M U S T A N G  E X P R E S S  
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Music Notes  

P a t t e r n s 

are found 

everywhere: 

in nature, in 

math, in sci-

ence, and of 

course in 

music! Re-

peated musi-

cal patterns often form the accompa-

niment and harmony parts to all 

types of music, from renaissance to 

hip hop. In elemental music, we call 

these repeated patterns ostinatos. For 

instance, our kindergartners and first 

graders are learning how to play 

chord and broken drones, on either 

a xylophone or metallophone. These 

two drones are ostinatos that mimic 

the feeling of steady beat, but are 

also used to help the students sing in 

tune.  

     As the students get older, the 

ostinatos become more complex 

incorporating rhythmic and melodic 

elements. For example, our second 

graders are using ostinatos that are 

more like little pieces of a melody 

and/or short rhythmic patterns that 

add interest to the songs that we 

sing. In the upper grades the ostina-

tos become even more rhythmically 

O n Monday, March 22nd from 7ð9pm at the Wilson Middle School 

Grade 6 Group Space, Wilson Principal Anna Nolin, Vice Principal 

Niall Carney, and School Resource Officer Christian Rodriguez will 

talk parents through current 

technology and online trends 

as well as tips for concerned 

parents on how to deal with 

cyber issues, threats, social 

networking, and teens. Al-

though you may think your 

child is òtoo youngó to need 

to attend this presentation, 

5thð8th graders often have 

cyber issues because steps 

were not taken at younger 

grades to prevent problems 

and educate children and 

families. Please join them and 

band together as a community 

to ensure greater safety for 

Natick students. v 

Cyber Bullying and Web Safety 
A Community Information Session  
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and melodically demanding and can 

be played using body percussion, re-

corders, drums, or the xylophones 

and metallophones. The third grad-

ers are using their recorders to play 

2ð3 note ostinatos as an accompani-

ment to other children improvising.  

Finally, fourth graders will soon take 

many ostinatos layered together and 

create a performance piece using 

instruments, body percussion, and 

movement.  

     The next time you are listening 

to your favorite band with your 

children, listen for ostinatos and 

sing along. v 

By Mr. Rice 

Hey Kids!  

Look for this 

monthõs riddle 

hiding some-

where in the 

Mustang Ex-

press and if 

you have an 

answer, write 

it on a slip of 

paper and put 

it in the Rid-

dle Box in the 

office!  



Congratulations to Mrs. Getz and her hus-

band, Geoff, on the birth of their third 

child, a healthy beautiful baby boy, Sawyer 

Getz! 
 

vvv 
 

As you know we started our NutriKids 

point of sale system in the cafeteria this 

week. This is a great upgrade and things 

are steadily getting easier. Many thanks to 

the cafeteria staff and teachers for their 

help and especially to the students them-

selves. Our lunch monitor Mrs. Catlin has 

shared high praise for the childrenõs pa-

tience. òThey have been great; real troopers adjusting to 

the changes!ó  To increase efficiency for the 3rd/4th grade 

lunch period we will be instituting a touch-pad system. 

Each 3rd/4th grader buying lunch or snack will type his/

her student ID number on the touch-pad at the register. 

You can definitely help out by setting up your childõs ac-

count and pre-paying for meals. Itõs quick and easy and it 

allows your children to purchase lunch without carrying 

money to school!  
 

vvv 
 

Ms. Johnsenõs 4th grade class initiated Hearts for Haiti. They 

are proud and excited to announce that the final tally of ser-

vice hours by Memorial students is 163 and the total amount 

of money raised for UNICEF is $2,523.16! Thank you fami-

lies for your support. 

Incoming Kindergarten Registration 2010ð

2011: Registration and screening for incom-

ing kindergarten students for the 2010ð2011 

school year is taking place this month. If you 

have an incoming kindergartener and did not 

receive a registration, please contact Mrs. 

Cohen in the front office. 
 

vvv 
 
Changes in Pick-up Policy: Please be re-

minded that we cannot take changes in pick-

up plans over the phone or via e-mail. You 

must come into the office with a note or 

you may fax a note to 508-647-6598. If you 

choose to fax a note, you must call the office 

to alert us that the fax is coming. This is to 

ensure your childõs safety.  
 

vvv 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Mr. Cruz on 

his retirement as our evening custodian. 

Our 3rd and 4th graders regaled him at 

lunchtime Friday with a clever song and 

cards of thanks. We all wish Mr. Cruz the 

very best as he and his wife relocate to 

beautiful Puerto Rico where we know he 

will remain a devoted Red Sox fan! Mr. 

Allen, who has been dividing his role be-

tween Johnson School and Memorial for 

the past eight years, will replace Mr. Cruz 

as our full-time night custodian. 

Notes from the Office 
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T he Fair is a unique opportunity for students to 

independently learn about a topic of spe-

cial interest to them and then prepare a 

visual to share their learning. While we 

highly value the independent aspect of this 

project and we expect to see òstudent 

work,ó we also welcome your parental guid-

ance and support with aspects such as assist-

ing with the òresearch,ó collecting any neces-

sary materials, or making the poster. There is 

no competition or grading but great excite-

Academic Fair Reminders! 
ment about the presentations because they 

represent the childrenõs learning!  

Reminder: Students bring their projects 

directly to their classrooms in the 

morning for class presentations They 

will then transfer them to the lobby for 

display that evening from 6:30ð7:30 pm.  

Students in grades 1/2: Tuesday, 3/9 

Students in grades 3/4: Thursday, 3/11 

We look forward to having you come 

and learn from the children!  

What did the 

beach say when 

the tide came in?  



  March/April 2010 
Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

 3/1  

 

3/2  
 

3/3  
 

3/4  
 

3/5  3/6  
 

3/7  3/8  
8:15 am: Fit Kids  

 

3/9  
12:30: Release 

Day  
 
6:30ð7:30 pm: 

Academic Fair 
Gr. 1 & 2  

3/10  
 

3/11  
8:15 am: Fit Kids  

 
6:30ð7:30 pm: 
Academic Fair 

Gr. 3 & 4  

3/12  

 
 

3/13  

3/14  3/15  
8:15 am: Fit Kids  

 
7 pm: Info 
Night @ Wilson 

Middle School 
for Natick After 
School Program 

at Memorial  

3/16  
 

3/17  
12:30: Release 

Day  
(Elementary 
Only)  

3/18  
7:45 am: School 

Council Meeting  
 
8:15 am: Fit Kids  

 
 

3/19  
 

3/20  

3/21  3/22  
8:15 am: Fit Kids  
5ð7 pm: Registra-
tion at Town 

Hall for Memo-
rial After School 

Program  
7ð9pm: Cyber 

Bullying (see p. 2) 

3/23  
Gr. 4 MCAS  

3/24  
Gr. 3 MCAS  

3/25  
8:15 am: Fit Kids  

Gr. 3 MCAS  
5ð7 pm: Regis-
tration at Town 

Hall for After 
School Program 
at Memorial  

3/26  
3ð5 pm: Friday 

Flicks  (Cloudy 
with a Chance of 
Meatballs) 

3/27  
1 pm: Memo-

rial CARES 
Event Day  

3/28  

 

3/29  
8:15 am: Fit Kids  

3/30  
PTO Bake Sale/

Town Elections  
 
 

3/31  
Gr. 4 MCAS  

4/1  
7:45 am: School 

Council  
8:15 am: Fit Kids  
Gr. 4 MCAS  

 
 

4/2  
No School/

Good Friday  

4/3  
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PTO News Fundraising Thank Youõs 

W hat a success! Special thanks to all of the 

wonderful Memorial parent chefs and bakers 

who donated their time and goods to the annual 

PTO Staff Appreciation Breakfast!  There was a 

tremendous spread of food for the staff to enjoy 

on a chilly winter morning.   
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Friday Flicks 

S ave the date for our last all-school Friday 

Flicks on Friday, March 26th! We will be 

viewing Cloudy with a 

Chance of Meatballs. This is 

a wonderful fourth grade 

day fundraiser, so we 

hope your kids can join 

us! Forms will be available 

in the virtual backpack on 

Friday, March 5th.  

W e have just wrapped up two fabulous fundraisers and the PTO would like to ex-

tend a huge THANK YOU to many individuals! First, to Laura Colasacco, Jill 

Jeter, their entire committee, and all the parent volunteers for their efforts on an-

other successful Scholastic Book Fair! Second, to Tina Savoia, Ann Sola, Angela Car-

menate, Tony Carmenate, and all the parent volunteers for a fantastic annual Pancake 

Breakfast! Finally, thank you to the entire Memorial Community for coming out and 

supporting these events! The financial success of these two events (which totaled 

over $6,620 combined) is what allows us to continue to fund the annual field trips 

and ongoing cultural events programs!  

Memorial CARES 

M emorial CARES is a family 

event scheduled for Sat-

urday, March 27 th and we 

need your help! Please con-

sider volunteering now. 

 

¶ We will use donated re-

sources such as canned goods 

and other nonperishable items 

for a òCANstructionó Project (collection starts Monday, 

March 1st for canned goods, pasta, crackers, rice, cereal 

and toiletries to be used for the event). 

¶ We will execute a craft/project from recycled mate-

rials. 

¶ Seedlings will be planted for school beautification. 

¶ We will create cards and letters to be used by the 

Sunshine Fund. 
We will get to participate in a Fun Run and other athletic 

events at the conclusion of the indoor activities. 
 

Order forms for T-shirt sales are coming soon. We hope 

you will plan to attend this event with your family. To 

volunteer or if you have questions, please contact: lyn-

nemking@comcast.net, gsmbriggs@gmail.com, or de-

nise.rosenblum@gmail.com. 

Staff Breakfast 

Want to keep up -to -date with all of the Memorial PTO events and activities?  Send an e-mail to 

flynnfam@rcn.com  with òPTO email listó in the subject line and weõll add you to our database. 

All e -mail addresses sent to the PTO are kept private.  

mailto:lynnemking@comcast.net
mailto:lynnemking@comcast.net
mailto:gsmbriggs@gmail.com
mailto:flynnfam@rcn.com
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Cultural Arts and Science Enrichment News 

P unxsutawney Philõs February Groundhog Day prediction was six more weeks of winter as the little creature did 

see his shadow. But, the CA/S Committee kept Memorial 

òheated upó with a lively calendar of enriching and enter-

taining programs in February. 

     Mother Goose visited Memorial and shared her beloved 

nursery rhymes with the first grade students. Marsha Es-

tabrook, assuming the personality of Mother Goose, de-

lighted and entertained the classes as she led the students 

reciting nursery rhymes, singing songs, and playing games. 

According to the first graders, Mother Goose was a smash 

success although the students were somewhat disappointed 

that Motherõs goose òwas asleep in the car.ó 

     The second grade classroom augmented its social sci-

ence unit with òThe Immigrant Experience.ó Students heard 

the fascinating story of American immigration from Colum-

busõs time to the present through songs and instruments. 

The students heard and participated in songs about the 

court of Ferdinand and Isabella, Spanish Jews on Colum-

busõs ships, the life of the Portuguese sailors, the Creole 

influence in Louisiana, the 19th century Irish railroad work-

ers, the agricultural and political upheaval in Eastern 

Europe, and the forced immigration of Africans. 

     The third grade classrooms enjoyed creative writing 

workshops led by renowned storyteller, Eshu Bumpus. Eshu 

uses story games to teach creative writing in a way that 

helps students access their ideas in an organized manner.  

     Honkñthe musical version of The Ugly Ducklingñwinged 

its way into the hearts of our fourth graders in February at 

a performance at Wheelock Theatre in Boston.  

 

Upcoming Programs  

March 9: Dr. John Henderson will present òWonders of 

Scienceó to the kindergarten classes. 

March 11: Dr. John Grimes, of MITõs Lincoln Labs, will 

present an interactive sound and acoustics program to aug-

ment the third grade learning segment on these topics. 

March 23, April 1, and April 30 : Andrew Green returns 

to celebrate the mystery of language with our first, second, 

and fourth graders, creating a vehicle for discussion and 

exploration of poetry and poetic forms. 

 

And, in other newsé.Ball in the House is coming back to 

Natick! This fabulous a cappella singing group that wow-ed 

Memorial students in October is headlining Acappellapa-

looza, Saturday, March 13th at 7:30pm at Natick High 

School. The town-wide Natick Cultural Arts committee 

annually awards the Harriett F. Siegel Scholarship for the 

Arts to two graduating seniors who have significantly en-

riched the life of visual, fine, or performing arts at NHS 

during their tenure, and Acappellapalooza is a fundraiser to 

endow these scholarships. Also performing, NHS's Sevenõs 

Not Enough and The Bear Necessities of Brown Univer-

sity. Tickets available at the door, or in advance from 

Aileen Zogby (azogby@comcast.net) and Annette Pein 

(agpein@aol.com). 

     Cultural Arts and Science enrichment programs are funded 

primarily by our PTO. Parental and community support of 

PTO fundraising initiatives provides the means for us to rein-

force and enhance classroom learning with memorable, inter-

active activities such as these. CA/S programming is a collabo-

rative effort between faculty and interested parent volunteers. 

If you are interested in helping out with bringing these pro-

grams to Memorial or know of programs that could be of in-

terest, please let any one of us know. 

 

Aileen Zogby and Annette Pein, Co-Chairs 

Alison Bauriedel and Sue Hager 
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Election Day Bake Sale 
M emorialõs Bake Sale is being held on Tuesday, March 30th during the Town Elec-tion. We need many volunteers for this day-long event, both working at the tables 

and most importantly, providing the essential baked goods, 

drinks, candy, and snacks. Volunteer forms were distrib-

uted in late February or you can find them in the Virtual 

Backpack. They are due back to Lisa Ennis (c/o Madeleine, 

Ms Tracy, Grade 2) by Friday, March 19th. Thanks in ad-

vance from the co-chairs for any help you can provide! 

Lisa Ennis (purtennis@yahoo.com) 

Heidi Sullivan (hmzsullivan@comcast.net)  

http://us.mc456.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=azogby@comcast.net
http://us.mc456.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=agpein@aol.com
mailto:hmzsullivan@comcast.net


Lunch Purchases:  

Lunch purchases are made through the Nutrikids Point of Sale System. 

You can set up an account, make payments, and check balances by 

going to http://www.mynutrikids.com and logging in using your childõs 

seven-digit ID number . 

Lunch Schedule:  

Kindergarten: 11:15ð11:45 First grade: 11:50ð12:20 

Second grade: 12:25ð12:55 Third and fourth grade: 1:00ð1:30 

Mustang Express Contact Information: We welcome your com-

ments and suggestions! Please e-mail mustangeditor@gmail.com. 

Principal: Beverly McCloskey 

Website: http://www.natickps.org/memorial/Homepage.cfm 

Phone Numbers:  

Main Line: 647-6590 | Absence/Tardy Line: 647-6591 

Absence Reporting Data: Please leave the date; your name; your childõs 

name, grade, and teacher; and the specific reason for your childõs absence. If 

your child is ill, please be specific as to your childõs symptoms. 

No School Announcements:  

School closing line: 508-647-6515 

www.wbzclosings.com or www.schoolclosings.com 

Radio: WBZ, WRKO, WBUR. TV: 4, 5, 7 and Fox 25 

Memorial School Parent Resources 
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